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would certainly have attracted the notice of the first inhabitants
of Sindh. We find, accordingly, that its early occupation is
admitted by all inquirers. Thus, M'Murdo1 says, "Sehwfoi is
undoubtedly a place of vast antiquity ; perhaps more so than
either Alor or B&hmana." The present name is said to be a
contraction of Sewistdn, which was so called after its
inhabitants, the Sewis, or Sabis. But in all the early Arab
geographers the name is somewhat differently written, as
Sadustdn, or Sadusdn, or Sh&rusan, of which the first two
syllables agree with the Greek Sindomana, I therefore reject
the reading of Sewistdn as a modern innovation of the Hindus,
to connect the place with the name of their god Siva. The
Sindo of the Greek, and the Sadu of the early Muhammadans,
point to the Sanskrit name of the country, Sindhu, or to that
of its inhabitants, Saindhava, or Saindhu, as it is usually
pronounced. Their stronghold, or capital, would therefore
have been called Saindhavasthdna, or Sindhu-sth&n, which, by
the elision of the nasal, becomes the Sadustdn of the Arab
geographers. In a similar manner Wilson derives the Greek
Sindomana from "a very allowable Sanskrit compound, Sindu-
mdn" the "possessor of Sindh," I am inclined, however to
refer the Greek name to Saindhava-vanam, or Saindhuwdn, as
the "abode of the Saindhavas."

It seems strange that a notable place like SehwSn should
not be mentioned by Ptolemy under any recognizable name.
If we take Haidarabad as the most probable head of the Delta
in ancient times, then Ptolemy's Sydros, which is on the
eastern bank of the Indus, may perhaps be identified witft
the old site of Mattali, 12 miles above Haidaribsid, and his
Pa$ip*da with Sehwin The identification of Ptolemy's Oskana
with the Oxykanus, or Portikanus, of Alexnder, and with the
great mound of Mahorta of the present day, is, I think,
almost certain. If so, either Piska or Pasipeda must be
Sehwfcu

Jonrn.   Royal Asiat*  Soc., i  30.